Interactions between steroidreceptors.
Interactions between the estradiolreceptor and the progesteronereceptor are known to exist in the uterus. The "priming effect" of estradiol is likely to exist also in human and rat mammary tumors. In detecting also the progesteronereceptors along with the estrogenreceptors, one cannot only demonstrate the presence but also the activity of the estrogenreceptor. This finding should improve the response rate of hormonesensitivity to receptorpositivity. However preoperative irradiation possibly induces negative progesteronereceptortiters in human breast tumors.